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Included in this Newsletter: More details on our forthcoming book on XJ13, plus updates on our 
XK 120, XK140 and E-type books, news of our new foray into Electronic Publishing, news of a 
much revised and updated edition of Definitive E-type, news of Paul Skilleter Books attending 
various events in September, and some thoughts about Jaguar scale models

Our latest book...nearly there! 
XJ13 – the definitive story of the Jaguar Le Mans car and the V12 engine that 
powered it - By Peter D. Wilson

“The most exciting and groundbreaking project of my 56-year motor industry career” - Mike Kimberley, 
former Jaguar project engineer and later chief executive of Lotus Cars

Just about to go to press as I write this in mid-August is our latest new book, which is on 
the Jaguar XJ13. It tells the inside story of Jaguar's fabulous Le Mans prototype – 
gloriously shaped by Malcolm Sayer and arguably the world's most famous race car never 
to have turned a wheel in competition! In some 300 pages and 600 illustrations, many in 
colour, every aspect of XJ13's origins, design, build and testing is covered by author Peter 
D. Wilson – who is the ideal person to do this because in the early/mid-1960s he was an 
engineer working in Jaguar's competition department and helped build the car. So this is 
real hands-on stuff!

Peter also gives the first-ever detailed account of the fantastic 5.0 litre four-cam V12 
engine which powered XJ13 (code-named XJ6, it was intended to power Jaguar road cars 
too). This brings to light the extraordinary saga of Jaguar's intended purchase of Lotus, 
with the carrot of a Jaguar V12 race engine for Colin Chapman's Indianapolis aspirations 
cleverly dangled by Sir William Lyons! A story which has never properly been told before, it 
includes a fascinating exchange of correspondence between those two wiley old 
campaigners, Lyons and Chapman. 



Not only did Peter have personal knowledge of XJ13, he also interviewed key people in 
the story, including Mike Kimberley who was assigned the project after the sad departure 
of Derrick White to Cooper Cars (Mike went on to become chief executive of Lotus for 
many years). Then retired engine men George Buck, Jim Eastick and Frank Philpott, who 
it was mainly developed the four-cam engine, also contributed their knowledge and helped 
Peter assess the significance of the many test reports which have been analysed for the 
book. These and many other key documents came to light during the hundreds of hours 
Peter spent researching in the Jaguar Heritage archives at Browns Lane, and a number of 
them are reproduced in full. 

Main contents of this 300+ page book are:-
• Background: how the Jaguar competition car evolved through the C- and D-type, 

E2A and the Lightweight E-type, leading up to the adoption of the mid-engined XJ13 
• Project XJ6 – The four-cam V12 engine: concept, design, build, development and 

the after-life – every unit listed with its history and eventual fate 
• Project XJ13: Origins and design, the opposition (including the full results of 

Jaguar's and Norman Dewis's MIRA test of the GT40 published for the first time), 
completion and static test, out to play at MIRA and Silverstone, redesign and 
upgrades, how delays and politics finally sank XJ13's chances of competing at Le 
Mans, its famous crash at MIRA in January 1971, and the subsequent restoration of 
the car so that it survived to become the star of the Jaguar Heritage collection 

• Replicas: most of the known XJ13 replicas described 
• Models: an overview of XJ13 models which have been produced over the years 
• Appendices: Many crucial test and progress reports, including the GT40 analysis 

The price of the standard edition of XJ13 will be £75, but there will be an advantageous 
pre-publication offer which we will let you know about soon. Meanwhile, you can register 
your interest in the book by e-mailing us on jagworld1@aol.com or by phoning 01425 
612669 or by visiting THIS WEB PAGE on our XJ13 Information web site (form at bottom 
of that page). 

Publication will be late October or more likely mid-November. 

Here are some page spreads from the XJ13 book to give you a flavour of the contents:

http://www.xj-13.co.uk/Jaguar-XJ13-intro.php
mailto:jagworld1@aol.com










Electronic publishing and Jaguar Saloon Cars is coming back!

While there is no doubt that traditional books of the type we 
have been publishing for the past five years or so will still be in 
demand for a long time yet, it is impossible not to ignore the 
latest technology which allows the reader to download books 
and read them on a small screen. The most popular of these 
new devices is the Kindle by Amazon.  The advantages of e-
books are obvious: there is a huge saving in terms of paper and 
shipping, and the reader does not have to carry a heavy tome 
around. 

So we are undertaking an experimental foray into e-publishing, 
one will be with a special edition of Mike Hawthorn Golden Boy  
and also a major portion of my long out-of-print Jaguar Saloons 
book. I have chosen from the latter the chapters on 'Pushrod 

Jaguars', that is, from the SS Jaguar saloons of 1935 through to the end of Mark V sales in 
1951. There is increasing interest in these cars, but many people complain that little is 
available in print on them. This will help fill the void! 

As for Mike Hawthorn Golden Boy, the e-book edition will include 
much of the text plus many illustrations, although it is not yet 
within the capabilities of such as the Kindle to reproduce colour 
illustrations. This e-book edition is not intended to replace the 
printed work, which we will continue to offer, but hopefully it will 
make it more accessible and affordable to those not willing or 
able to buy the printed edition. 

You can now read Kindle books on anything!
The initial releases for the titles will be via Amazon in a format 
suitable for their very popular Kindle reader. This does NOT limit 
you to having to buy a Kindle though! You can download free 
applications from Amazon for the PC, Mac, iPad, Android, 
Windows Phone and iOS that can read the Kindle format plus 
they keep track of the books you have purchased on Amazon 
and synchronise them so you can read them on any of these devices you own. 

We will announce the availability of these e-publications in the next few weeks, but if 
meanwhile you would like to be informed directly by e-mail, please let us know by replying 
to this newsletter. Titles are likely to cost you under GBP10 to download. We would also 
value feedback on whether in general terms you would be interested in buying e-books in 
the future, should new titles be available in this form.

The Churchill Veto
A novel by Tony Bailey
While we conventionally market motoring related books, Tony Bailey who looks after my 
website and also the Mike Hawthorn Tribute Site amongst others - plus being co-author of 
Mike Hawthorn Golden Boy - has written a novel that we are marketing as a Kindle book! 

So buy a copy and see what you think! It will also be available as a conventional 
paperback in about two weeks time via the website and at events we attend. Here are 
some details:

http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/help/customer/display.html/ref=hp_200488040_ksupphm_kios?nodeId=200488040
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/help/customer/display.html/ref=hp_200588630_ksupphm_wp7?nodeId=200588630
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/help/customer/display.html/ref=hp_200501470_ksupphm_andr?nodeId=200501470
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/feature.html/ref=kcp_ipad_mkt_lnd?docId=1000423883
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/help/customer/display.html/ref=hp_200488020_ksupphm_kmac?nodeId=200488020
http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/help/customer/display.html/ref=hp_200488000_ksupphm_kpc?nodeId=200488000


SYNOPSIS:
1942 - it's wartime Britain and Winston Churchill announces that 
preparations are underway against a possible German gas attack. 
Over the following years, a group of people work on a weapon for a 
secret government project, but each is unaware of its true purpose, 
believing it is a battlefield communications device. Nor do they know 
what parts others are assembling. Then, after a serious accident 
during testing reveals immense and hideous dangers, the project is 
cancelled and the assemblies are ordered destroyed by the Prime 
Minister - but one unit has unknowingly been stolen. This goes 

missing, only to surface some decades later. Those that come into contact with it develop 
alarming symptoms and a panic then ensues as the British government and secret service 
try to retrieve the deadly weapon to prevent a potential disaster for mankind. At the same 
time they find they are working against a foreign government who want it for more sinister 
reasons. 

ISBN: 978-0-9566857-2-8  Print version has 318pp
ORDER HERE at the Amazon Kindle store for $3.50 (ca GBP 2.51) 

Jaguar E-type – the Definitive History by Philip Porter
At the risk of inducing 'E-type fatigue' in this its 50th year, I can 
bring news of another new book on this wonderful sports car (a 
description it certainly deserves as far as I'm concerned, having 
covered some 50,000 hugely enjoyable miles in what was our 
'every-day' 3.8 fixedhead). I say 'new' book – this is actually a 
very useful new edition of Philip Porter's original book of the 
same title, containing much fresh information and with the 
original rather heavy design considerably improved. The key 
features of this 672 page book are:-

• Early days: design and development; launch and reaction; 
specification and production 

• The 3.8 E-type: launch as roadster and fixed-head coupé; development and 
evolution; early racing activities with E-types; invading the USA as the XKE 

• The competition cars 1962– 64: development of the lightweight versions for racing; 
their successes – and failures – in GT classes of international racing 

• The 4.2-litre E-type: a bigger engine for 1964; subsequent evolution through to 
Series II form; the 2+2 (a third body style) arrives in 1966 

• The Series III E-type: the final model gets Jaguar’s awesome 5.3-litre V12 engine; 
evolution through to the end of production in 1974 

• The E-type in later years: the born-again racing car; variations on the theme; the E-
type in miniature; the E-type today 

• Comprehensive appendices: specifications; the competition E-types and their 
results; production changes; models; sales figures 

We now have stocks of this book from publishers Haynes and are selling it at a discount to 
the list price, at £89 plus £9.50 P&P UK mainland (EU £16, rest of world £28 air). A 
hackneyed phrase, but this book is essential reading for anyone really keen on the E-type 
Jaguar.

http://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/product/B0057HE02A/ref=


Ultimate E-type – the Competition Cars by Philip Porter
Philip Porter's other new book this year is his equally impressive 
examination of the lightweight E-type. Full details are on our 
website but this all-new 528 page volume tells the full story of the 
12 Lightweight E-types in much detail, with copious amounts of 
new information, fresh interviews and over 700 illustrations. 
Indeed, as I told Philip recently, I couldn't have done it better 
myself! It is listed at £120 but we sell it at £95 delivered (UK 
mainland only; overseas mailing extra). There is also a hand-
bound Moroccan leather signed edition of 150 at £450 including 
UK mainland delivery, which has been in considerable demand. See our website for more 
details and overseas mailing costs.

XK 140 Explored by Bernard Viart – SPECIAL OFFER
This has now sold out and a reprint is being prepared but will 
not be available until the end of October. In the meantime, we 
are offering the special numbered and signed LEATHER 
EDITION at only £130.00 (plus delivery) until 30 October 
2011, when we anticipate the reprinted standard edition to be 
available. This is a saving of £20.00 which will not be repeated! 
Some purchasers already buy a standard edition for reference 
in the garage, and a leather edition for browsing in the home... 
Don't miss this once-only offer on the website HERE 

All about the Jaguar E-type and Iconic E-type
A reminder of two very much cheaper
E-type books we currently offer, both in A4 
softback format: All about the Jaguar E-
type is a compilation of some 20 years' 
worth of E-type articles from Jaguar World 
and Jaguar Quarterly magazine, including 
an extensive series on 3.8 restoration, and 
it costs £29, now inclusive of UK postage. 
The Iconic E-type is a most interesting 
over-view of the car with much new 

material from Philip Porter and costs £9.95 inclusive of UK postage. Both available on our 
Web Site

Coming soon...

XK 120 Explored by Bernard Viart
The prequel to XK 140 Explored by Bernard Viart is well under way, with over 300 plates 
already completed. Bernard promises that this new title will be even better and more 
graphic than his amazing book on the XK 140. As with this earlier title, it will depicts the 
entire car in component form – a matchless study and absolutely essential for any owner, 
especially if they are restoring a car. XK 120 Explored will be published in 2012, possibly 
as early as the spring. We will keep you posted.

http://www.paulskilleterbooks.co.uk/index.php
http://www.paulskilleterbooks.co.uk/product_info.php?products_id=99


The E-type in competition by Paul Skilleter with Ted Walker 
With the XJ13 book going to press, I will be able to finish this pictorial book which I am 
compiling in conjunction with Ted Walker of Ferret Fotographics, together with 
contributions from my own archives and from other major collections such as Terry 
McGrath's. It will be a photographic record of the E-type in all forms of competition, 
concentrating on the UK and Europe but with many pictures depicting the car in America 
and other non-European countries. I will be able to announce a publication date very 
shortly, but watch our website for an update soon.

Paul Skilleter Books out and about...

Paul Skilleter Books at Sandown Park, Surrey, Sept. 3
Yes, I will be out and about quite a lot in September and, although we won't be having a 
presence at the Goodwood Revival Meeting (it's just a little too early for launching our 
XJ13 book there), a Paul Skilleter Books stand will be at a rather different event on 
Saturday, September 3.

This is what's being billed as an 'E-type Extravaganza', and unusually it combines real cars 
with scale models ones, as it's the Sandown Park Toy Collectors Fair, hosted by Barry 
Potter Fairs.

Sandown Park is just off the A3 near Esher, Surrey and is only five miles from junction 10 
of the M25 (the postcode is KT19 9AJ). Parking is free and admission is £5 adults, £4.50 
senior citizens and £2 children (under fives are free). The event runs from 10.30am to 
3.30pm.
The highlight for Jaguar enthusiasts will be the chance to examine close up the 
Lindner/Nocker Lightweight E-type, the last of its kind to have been works-prepared by 
Jaguar and which has been the subject of a stupendous 7,000-hour restoration by Classic 
Motor Cars of Bridgnorth. CMC personnel will be on hand to answer questions on this and 
restoration topics in general, while Jaguar Heritage are bringing the very last E-type built 
which for the first time will be alongside the oldest surviving E-type (9600 HP). 

Not only that, Norman Dewis is scheduled to be at Sandown, and as usual will be 
delighted to chat and to sign copies of his book – which is currently being reprinted for the 
fourth time! The event will also see the launch of Michael Driver's new book on toy and 
model Jaguars, which is surely the first model car book devoted just to Jaguars.  Tony 
Bailey will also hopefully be there and, along with me, can sign copies of Mike Hawthorn – 
Golden Boy for you!

I will be near to the CMC and Jaguar Heritage displays in the foyer, representing Paul 
Skilleter Books and /Jaguar World Monthly/ magazine, and I look forward to meeting you 
there if you can make it. Besides our usual range of books, this time I will have a variety of 
old-new-stock scale model Jaguars for sale - see below! 

Beaulieu International Autojumble 10/11 Sept
I have rarely missed exhibiting at this great motoring event ever since around 1981, either 
as Paul Skilleter Books or Jaguar World magazine. Do come and see us in Red Field, 
R357/358, where we will have a real mix of stuff for disposal, including bargains in the way 
of new or shop-soiled books, Jaguar autojumble, back numbers of Jaguar Quarterly and 
Jaguar World, and a variety of other bits and pieces. Above all, the Autojumble is a 
wonderful opportunity for a good old chat and catching up with old friends. Do drop in.



Model recollections...

And finally... On the subject of models, although I am not a collector as such, I still have 
most of the Dinky toys which I had as a boy, and certainly have an affinity for the hobby, 
and those of you who are long-time readers of Jaguar World magazine will remember that 
in the 1990s we ran a flourishing Jaguar Model World operation selling mainly hand-built 
1:43 scale model Jaguars. 

In 1995 we even launched our own specially-commissioned series of unique 1:43 models 
to celebrate Jaguar's 60th year; it was called the Diamond Jubilee series and ran to 
some eight or ten key models, produced for us by Milestone Miniatures in Cornwall. The 
following year I persuaded Western Models to make a limited-edition 1:43 model of my first 
Jaguar, a pastel blue XK 140 drophead. It carried the correct registration number (JTK 
826) though when it arrived from Western I found it had chrome wire wheels which JTK 
never had. So I carefully painted each wheel on every model in body-colour blue like the 
original. It took a few evenings but it made all the difference. We commissioned 30 and 
although I kept one for myself, I've never seen another since. I think it was Western 
Models who produced a similar short run of models depicting my Mark V saloon, NKN 325, 
in the correct (and slightly odd) Lavender Grey colour (odd, because Jaguar's Lavender 
Grey seems to have little lavender and little grey...).

Even rarer than these two somewhat self-indulgent models was the limited run we 
commissioned of just 12 of the 1936/7 side-mount spare wheel SS Jaguar saloon 1:43 
model from Milestones which we mounted on varnished parquet flooring blocks. These 
were not just any old blocks: I had acquired them from the old offices of Jaguar's Foleshill, 
Coventry factory a few years before. We happened to be visiting the old office buildings, 
long since occupied by other companies, just at the moment when the old flooring was 
being replaced. Connie Teather, who fortunately was with us at the time, was able as a 
Swallow/SS Cars employee in the 1920s and 30s to confirm that this was the very floor 
upon which William Lyons, William Walmsley and all the other formative characters in the 
Swallow, SS and Jaguar story had once trod. These models on these quaintly historic 
mounts sold out very quickly and again, I have never seen one in a collection or on eBay. I 
think we retailed them for £95; wonder if they're worth any more today? 

I intend to have a good rummage in the loft to see if we salted away duplicates of any 
Milestone or other hand-built models, and if we did I will offer them at Sandown Park. I 
know we still have quite a lot of what is now old-new-stock model Jaguars from Corgi and 
suchlike, so our stall will have a lot more than 'just' books. Come and take a look!

Another newsletter in October, if not earlier.

Paul Skilleter 
Barton-on-Sea
August 2011
http://www.paulskilleterbooks.co.uk/

http://www.paulskilleterbooks.co.uk/
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